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Religious Studies – Bridging Activities 

to prepare for KS5 
 

Video Resources and Tasks: 

 
Watch the videos below, choosing one to focus on for your task. Write a list of discussion points/ 

questions it raises. Choose (at least) one of your questions and draft at least three possible answers 

that might be given.  

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_que

stion/transcript#t-22290  Ted Talk by Kwame Anthony Appiah - Is religion good or bad? (This is a 

trick question) 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/tom_honey_on_god_and_the_tsunami/transcript Ted Talk by Tom 

Honey – Why Would God Create A Tsunami? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8MzPmkNsgU Debate: Atheist vs Christian (Christopher 

Hitchens vs William Lane Craig) 

 

Thought Experiments: 

 

http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/fatman/  

 

http://moralmachine.mit.edu/ 

 

Carry out some of the above activities.  

 

Write a written reflection of the moral questions that each one raises, and how you might 

respond to these.  

 

Try to list your own “moral code” or “rules for life”. Include 5-10 elements.  

 

Can you imagine any exceptions to your own “rules”? 

 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_question/transcript#t-22290
https://www.ted.com/talks/kwame_anthony_appiah_is_religion_good_or_bad_this_is_a_trick_question/transcript#t-22290
https://www.ted.com/talks/tom_honey_on_god_and_the_tsunami/transcript
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e8MzPmkNsgU
http://www.philosophyexperiments.com/fatman/
http://moralmachine.mit.edu/
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Written/ Reflection Tasks: 

1. Consider your definitions of the following terms: 

• Truth 

• Reality 

• Good 

• Evil 

• Moral 

• God 

• Time 

For each concept, try to argue against your own definition. Can you see any flaws in your 

ideas? How might they be criticised? What conclusions can you reach about how we 

define these concepts? 

2. List five facts that you know to be true. For each one, explain how you know it to be 

true. Are any of your “facts” uncertain? What would have to happen to prove them 

irrefutably (without question)? 

 

3. Create a fact file of the philosophers Plato, Aristotle and Aquinas. Include pictures, 

key facts and a brief outline of their philosophical ideas. 

 

4. Choose a story from the news that includes one of the following themes:  

➢ Abortion 
➢ Euthanasia 
➢ Capital punishment 
➢ Humans’ treatment of animals  

 
Write a response to the story, considering several different points of view. To help with 
this, you could consider the points of view of: 

• An atheist (someone who fervently believes there is no God) 

• An agnostic (someone unsure about religion and faith in God) 

• A committed Christian 

• A dying man 

• A child 

 

 

 


